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Leading: June McMillan 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: The visit of the wise men…

Today we look at 
aspects of the visit of the 
wise men (Magi) to the 
infant Jesus.

Happy New Year



January 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3 Linda McBurney, 10, 17 Helen Evans, 24, 31 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
Have you heard of the ‘night watch services’ that have traditionally been held in Black 
communities in the USA on New Year’s Eve? Such services typically begin anywhere 
from 7 pm to 10 pm, and end at midnight. Margaret re-posted an item she spotted on 
FaceBook about night watch services in American Black churches, and why they are 
particularly observed there. These services began on December 31st 1862, also known 
as ‘Freedom’s Eve.’ African Americans had gathered on that evening awaiting news that 
the Emancipation Proclamation had become law. At the stroke of midnight, it was January 
1st 1863 and all slaves in the Confederate States were declared legally free.  When the 
news was received, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as people fell on their 
knees and thanked God. Ever since, African Americans have gathered every New year’s 
Eve to praise God for this freedom and for bringing them safely through another year. 

This last year has been a strange one. Covid-19 has resulted in curtailed freedoms 
in many countries around the world. Those who have resisted the restrictions requested 
of them in order to combat covid-19 have payed a price in terms of rapid spread of the 
disease and the deaths that accompanies it. It can be argued that the freedoms we 
currently enjoy here in New Zealand were purchased last year when we allowed our 
freedom to be restricted for the sake of the common good. Now I’m not suggesting that 
freedom from covid-19 equates with freedom from slavery. But there is a link. Freedom 
always has a price. For African American slaves in the Confederate States, the price of 
freedom was a bitter civil war whose effects are still felt in the USA. An even greater price 
was paid by Jesus Christ in his death on the cross to win us freedom from the power of 
sin and its associate ‘death.’ Let us watch and pray, and celebrate these great freedoms 
that are ours in Christ.

Shalom, Jeff


