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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: Jacob’s dream at Bethel: The challenge of ego

Fourth Sunday after Christmas

As we observe the chaos that mutated forms of the corona virus 
are creating around the world, let’s not become complacent about 

the issue. We have been fortunate to escape some of the 
devastation that has occurred in other places, but that could easily 

change. Global pandemics typically last for several years. Let’s 
not become complacent.



January 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3 Linda McBurney, 10, 17 Helen Evans, 24, 31 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Neroli and Murray Hollis
Door and Offering: Helen Evans
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
In my devotional reading, I am wading through some extremely repetitive passages in the 
book of Exodus.  I don’t want to comment on the repetition, however. There’s another 
aspect of the text that has caught my eye. And it’s a feature of some New Testament 
passages as well. This feature is pronominal ambiguity. For example, in Exodus 36: 8, ‘all 
those with skill’ become ‘they.’ That’s clear. But then, in verse 10f the pronoun changes to 
‘he.’ But it’s not clear who ‘he’ is. Is it Moses, the last individual mentioned (in verse 6)? 
Or is it the master-craftsman Bezalel who is mentioned further back in the chapter? We’re 
not told. I infer that it’s probably Bezalel, because the activities described are all to do 
with making the tabernacle, the task entrusted by Moses to Bezalel. Whenever we 
encounter such ambiguity, we need to ask ourselves: Who is being referenced here? 
Now, I think asking such a question is important. And my interest has been piqued by 
advertising and social media feeds that use the expression ‘they’ in a pejorative sense. 
Such ads attempt to attract attention by saying: Here is sensational product information 
that ‘they’ don’t want you to know. I want to know who the ‘they’ refers to. The implication 
is that powerful industry forces are protecting their market dominance. But we don’t know. 
The allegation may be completely baseless. In social media feeds, one can read ‘they’ in 
accusations like: ‘They’ are lying to you about covid-19 because ‘they’ are evil, and have 
plans to destroy your freedom and dominate the world. Again, ‘who ‘they’ are is never 
specified. Now, this lack of specificity draws us in. It hooks into a place of human 
vulnerability. We love to think that we know stuff that others don’t or are too compromised 
to acknowledge. Let’s break the spell. Let’s keep asking who ‘they’ are. Let’s explore 
pronominal ambiguity, and remove ourselves from being manipulated. Let’s make sure 
‘they’ don’t suck us in, whoever they are!

             Shalom, Jeff


