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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Jacob’s ladder dream: Leaving home to encounter God…

Sixth Sunday after Christmas

Our Wednesday evening Bible Study for February 
3rd will be hosted by Ian & Dawn de Stigter.

Auckland Anniversary Day 2021 Auckland 
Anniversary Day is January 29th, although usually celebrated on 
the nearest Monday to create a three-day weekend. According to 
Wikipedia, it is celebrated in Northland (as Northland Day), and in 
some of the other North Island regions like the Waikato and the 
Bay of Plenty. January 29th, 1840, was the day that William 
Hobson (later the Governor of the Colony) arrived in New Zealand. 
So, of course, Auckland Anniversary is linked with Waitangi Day 
and the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. In another way, Auckland 
Anniversary is a little like Christmas Day, when we celebrate the 
arrival of the Lord of heaven and earth - our Lord Jesus Christ.



February 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Louissa Bao, 21, 28 Luanne Chiu
Morning tea: Family Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Family Balajisingh
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: 7 Ida Balajisingh, 14, 21, 28 Janet B
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Last Wednesday I visited Brian Jones. Brian now lives in Orewa; coming to church takes 
some commitment. Anyway, Brian posed an interesting question. He noted that a bodily 
resurrection from the grave makes sense to most people, in that something of the 
person’s remains are there. But what about, Brian mused, resurrection of those who have 
been cremated. Once their ashes have been dispersed, there are no remains. Can 
people be resurrected out of nothing? That’s a good question. And it is relevant to all the 
many similar circumstances where people’s physical remains are scattered with no 
remaining trace, or when their elements have been recycled into other living creatures. 
Who has priority? A way of looking at this conundrum is to examine the interaction 
between one’s soul and one’s physical body. Medical science notes that mental trauma - 
something that obviously marks the soul of a person - leaves a chemical imprint on 
various organs in the body even in the absence of obvious physical injury. This link is why 
some ailments are so notoriously difficult to cure; complex mind-body connections are 
involved. Further, while one’s spirit may be eternal, a good argument can be made for the 
soul being an emergent entity. That is, the soul - in a manner analogous to the ‘mind’ - 
requires a physical base for existence. If we assume that the soul survives death, 
sustained by an ‘echo’ of its now deceased physical body and awaiting and anticipating 
the final judgment and resurrection to renewed embodied existence, then it may be that 
the soul contains within itself the template for its resurrected body. This template, 
informed by all the circumstances of life that marked both soul and body, could contain 
the information required for a resurrected body. I know this is all a bit speculative. We 
really don’t know. We can, of course, meditate on the experience of Jesus through his 
death, his preaching in hell on Easter Saturday, and his subsequent resurrection. All 
together, there’s plenty here for hopefulness.                                                 Shalom, Jeff



Leprosy is a terrible disease that attacks the nerves. Without the protection 
of pain messages communicated along nerves, irreparable damage occurs 
to extremities like fingers, toes, ears and nose. Once a dreaded affliction, it 
is now treatable. But it still creates significant stigma for those touched by its 
ravages. Today is World Leprosy Day. Consider donating to the New 
Zealand Leprosy Mission. Our donations will ease the suffering and create 
new life for one of leprosy’s victims.


