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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Fred Brunel 
Theme: Jacob’s ladder dream: Facing our darkness…

Seventh Sunday after Christmas

Our Wednesday evening Bible Study for February 
10th will be hosted by Helen Evans.

This weekend is 
when we as a nation 
remember the 
signing of the Treaty 
of Waiting, the birth 
of the modern state 
of New Zealand.



February 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Louissa Bao, 21, 28 Luanne Chiu
Morning tea: Family Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Family Balajisingh
Door and Offering: Olwyn Halder
Scripture reading & Communion: 7 Ida Balajisingh, 14, 21, 28 Janet B
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
The Wednesday morning ESOL Bible Study has recommenced. Pastor Daniel helps me 
with translation at appropriate points. This last Wednesday we were looking at the coming 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost from Acts chapter 2. This brought up an interesting 
discussion about pronunciation. …there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
reads part of verse 2. So we talked about wind (as in flowing air) and wind (as in 
wrapping something like string around a stick). Daniel lamented for all of the students as 
he informed them that English is full of words that look the same but are pronounced 
differently depending on the context and meaning. 
For my registration as a Baptist pastor, each year I have to satisfy the Baptist Union that I 
am undertaking appropriate study for professional development. This year I am taking 
some Māori language (te reo) papers through Unitec. I attended the first class last 
Tuesday evening. The tutor informed us that certain words, always pronounced the same, 
yet have different meanings depending on context. Interesting. This is possibly a feature 
of many languages. Learning the reo is going to be challenging. 
After a welcome to the course, and during the supper break, I was asked by one of the 
other students why I had decided to learn te reo. I replied that as an older New Zealand 
citizen, it was time that I learned the other official language of New Zealand. And I also 
said that I would like to be able to listen to Māori news with understanding.
Māori are proud of their language. I remember my good friend Lionel (Rawiri) Stewart, 
when he was Tumuaki of the Baptist Union, telling me that te reo is a beautiful language. I 
get it. I love English. Used well, it too is a lovely language. Chinese people love their 
language. Everybody loves their mother tongue. Everybody is delighted when someone 
decides to learn their language. Maybe my learning te reo will help us all as New 
Zealanders to affirm and appreciate one another and the gifts that we bring to share.


