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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Facing Jerusalem and the cross

Our Wednesday evening Bible Study 
for March 10th will be hosted by Craig 
Henderson.

Our next 
Members’ 

Meeting will be 
held on 

Wednesday 
March 24th at 

Epsom Baptist 
Church, 7:30 pm.

Week 3 of Lent 2021



March 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Ann Guan, 21, 28 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Alan Lau & Luanne Chiu
Communion preparation: Alan Lau & Luanne Chiu
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
International news outlets are reporting on covid-19 vaccination programmes rolling out 
around the world. There is a widespread hope that the virus’ onslaught will be halted by 
effective vaccination. In New Zealand, the first people are receiving vaccination. There 
are calls for the next tranche of vaccinations to target vulnerable communities such as 
live in South Auckland. Meanwhile, a high-profile couple in Christian leadership have 
declared they won’t be vaccinated. They claim protection from God. So did a number of 
high-profile Christian leaders in the US who subsequently died from contracting covid-19. 
I’m saddened by the couple’s response, which has included thumbing their noses at 
authorities who are trying their best to make sure that sporadic outbreaks don’t wreak 
havoc in vulnerable South Auckland. They do have a case that they have been singled 
out from the multitudes from Auckland who fled in advance of the imposition of the latest 
level 3 restrictions. Nevertheless, high-profile people do have a responsibility to model 
responsible behaviour. Now, vaccinated or not, our high-profile couple probably won’t 
ever get covid-19. But that will be due to the hard work done by government and the rest 
of the population who have allowed themselves to be persuaded into responsible 
behaviour. Let me add at this point a feature of the life of Christians in the early church 
before the Roman Empire opted for Christianity as the official religion. The early church 
practiced patience. This was one of their primary tools for commending the faith to their 
neighbours. Even in times of government-sponsored persecution, Christians prayed for 
the authorities, the people who hated and mistrusted them, and their neighbours. This 
patient behaviour is a far cry from the impatient demand for rights and publicity we see 
from a number of Christians, especially those who have fallen prey to conspiracy 
theories. I’m going to get vaccinated. May I encourage you to as well. In the meantime, 
whether we have experienced these on-going and variable restrictions as annoying or 
not, let’s model patient behaviour.                                                                    Shalom, Jeff



Proposal	for	our	upcoming	Members’	Mee4ng	

At	our	upcoming	Member’s	Mee2ng,	we	will	welcome	Angela	Ma	into	membership	of	
Epsom	Bap2st	Church.	Angela	has	had	a	connec2on	to	the	church	for	as	long	as	Pastor	
Daniel	and	Kristy	have	been	here.	Angela	works	for	OMF,	and	it	from	there	that	Daniel	and	
Kristy	know	her.	Angela	has	theological	and	counselling	qualifica2ons	from	Singapore	and	
has	a	long	history	of	youth-oriented	ministry.	

Pastor	Daniel	has	shared	on	a	number	of	occasions	about	his	passion	for	youth	work.	He	is	
currently	par2cipa2ng	in	a	weekly	year-long	on-line	youth	ministry	seminar	–	in	Chinese	–	
being	run	from	the	United	States.	This	seminar	supports	Pastor	Daniel’s	vision	which	
includes	discipling	young	believers	so	that,	if	they	return	home,	they	can	thrive	in	
minimally	suppor2ve	environments.	OMF	has	released	Angela	to	help	Pastor	Daniel	with	
this.	Now,	as	is	oOen	the	case	with	Chris2an	work	in	Asian	sePngs,	some	sort	of	formal	
recogni2on	is	helpful.	For	this	reason,	the	church	deacons	are	recommending	to	the	
church	that	we	call	Angela	as	an	Assistant	Pastor	of	Epsom	Bap2st	Church.	This	will	be	on	a	
volunteer	basis,	although	the	deacons	recognise	that	we	should	make	a	koha	to	OMF	for	
this	generous	secondment.	(What	we	envision	is	a	situa2on	similar	to	that	that	we	had	
with	Lindsey	Moser.	Our	calling	of	Lindsey	to	the	posi2on	of	Assistant	Pastor	helped	her	
subsequent	applica2on	to	become	a	military	chaplain	in	the	United	States.	Lindsey	is	now	
a	military	chaplain,	a	mother,	and	also	pursuing	a	PhD!)		

Before	our	upcoming	Members’	Mee2ng,	
Angela	will	aVend	one	of	our	English	
services	so	that	everyone	will	know	who	
she	is.	(She	is	already	well-known	by	our	
Mandarin	service	people.)	

If	you	have	any	ques2ons,	speak	to	Pastor	
Daniel	or	myself.	

Blessings,	
Pastor	Jeff	

Piano free to a good home…
We have a couple of surplus pianos. You can have one of them - free. See Pastor Daniel 
or Pastor Jeff


