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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Exchanging death for life…

The Wednesday evening Bible Study 
for April 7th will be hosted by Anne 
Bartley.

Resurrection Sunday



April 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4, 11 Luanne Chiu, 18, 25 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
They arrive in the letterbox almost every day: Real estate agent advertising. The most 
recent one showed a man on a jet ski with an advertising banner supposedly watching 
the Americas Cup racing. The caption said something like: ‘If I go to these lengths to 
advertise myself, imagine the lengths I will go to to sell your house.’ He probably has not 
gone to the lengths that journalist Martin Bashir did to secure an interview with Princess 
Diana. A BBC documentary that aired last Thursday night television presents the case 
that Bashir deliberately lied to Diana and her family, enmeshing them in a cocoon of lies 
until they trusted no-one but him. He got the interview. But the documentary suggests that 
the web of lies fabricated by Bashir persisted, isolating Princess Diana from the very 
people who could have kept her safe. Thus, the programme argues, Bashir is perhaps 
indirectly responsible for Diana’s untimely death. Both Bashir and the real estate agent 
illustrate the point that people often go to 
extraordinary lengths to achieve their goals. 
Why is it then that when God goes to the 
extreme strategy of the cross, people 
question the strategy? Amazingly, some 
theologians suggest that the Son deciding in 
consultation with the Father and the Spirit 
that dying on the cross is the way to free 
humanity from the penalty for wrong-doing is 
tantamount to divine child abuse. I disagree. 
I think it shows the lengths the three persons 
of the Trinity went to to do for humanity what 
it could not do for itself. Let’s celebrate the 
commitment to humanity that the cross 
demonstrates. Actually, it goes further than 
that. Because, at the cross Jesus redeems 
the whole of creation that has been caught 
up in the consequences of human sinning. 
Our redemption frees us to return to the role 
of stewarding creation. As we look around at 
what we are doing to the world, it’s clearly a 
role we need to work on.

Shalom, Jeff



The latest from Craig Henderson and the Ranfurly Care Society.


