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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Colossians: From Christ, in Christ, through Christ…

There will be no Wednesday evening 
Bible Study for the coming week. (Break 
for school holidays.)



May 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Margaret Whittaker, 16, 23 Ann Guan, 30 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Gwenneth & Hugh Macky
Communion preparation: Gwenneth & Hugh Macky
 Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
Today is ANZAC Day, the day when each year we remember all those who 
have served in our wars, conflicts, and peace-keeping operations. As well as 
family members who have served New Zealand in these various ways, let’s 
remember one-time member of EBC Lieutenant A.J. Priestly. A plaque for 
Lieutenant Priestly, killed in France in September 1918, is located at the front 
right-hand-side of the church sanctuary. In our remembering, we keep in 
mind that the lives lost were not just thrown away needlessly, but given for 
good reasons. In a way, there exists a contract between us and those who 
serve in our military. (The contract could almost be considered a covenant, 
sealed as it is with blood.) They put their bodies on the line, and are 
sometimes killed, so that we might with appreciation enjoy certain freedoms. 
A part of that appreciation is to remember and express gratitude. But another 
part is that we also live in ways that enhance the common good of society. 
These ways of expressing appreciation are to be recommended. Not to be 
recommended is when the remembering is pressed into service for jingoistic 
nationalism. This sort of uber-nationalism is blighting many countries around 
the world at the moment. In some countries it puts Christian minorities at 
considerable risk. This ANZAC Day, let us remember. But let us above all 
remember our Lord Jesus Christ whose death on our behalf purchased life 
for all humanity.          Shalom, Jeff

The Epsom Baptist Church AGM 
will be held on Wednesday 30th 
June, 7:30 pm.


