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Leading: Grant Illingworth 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Ephesians 4: 7 - 13. Pentecost Sunday: Gifts of the Spirit

The Wednesday Bible Study for May 26th will be hosted by Olwyn Halder.

The Epsom Baptist Church AGM 
will be held on Wednesday 30th 
June, 7:30 pm.

Pentecost Sunday 2021



May 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 2, 9 Margaret Whittaker, 16, 23 Ann Guan, 30 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Gwenneth & Hugh Macky
Communion preparation: Gwenneth & Hugh Macky
 Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
Every so often, Israel and the surrounding Palestinian areas lock horns and 
start fighting. Israel is usually able to point to some act of provocation as 
justification for deploying its vastly superior military which inflicts vastly 
disproportionate damage. And so the cycle of simmering hatred and open 
hostility continues. It is possible, though, to interpret the deprivation and 
restrictions imposed by Israel on its neighbour as a provocation in its own 
right. And we can see it as a provocation from which there is no relief. While 
only a few may excuse a victim for lashing out, most also do not condone 
bullies who relentlessly humiliate their victims. We all of us tend to have 
finely tuned sensibilities when it comes to natural justice in such situations. 
And so the words of Jesus from the sermon on the mount come as a shock: 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven (Matthew 5: 
44 - 45a). And while we might be tempted to consider these words as 
unrealistic and utopian, the early church took them very seriously. For the 
first 3 or 4-hundred years of its existence, the church trained new believers 
in just such counter-cultural skills as loving one’s enemies and practicing 
non-retaliation. Can these skills be applied at a national level? Jesus 
seemed to think so. Let’s not let a lack of national intent deter us from 
practicing love of enemies. National change must start somewhere.



Susan Kwan, from the Epsom Chinese Association, is keen for Epsom Baptist Church to 
buy into this Albert-Eden Local Board initiative. See Jeff or Daniel if you are keen on 
being involved…



AGM Nominations
Every AGM we need to nominate people for various roles within the church. This year 
there are a couple of nominations that we need to attend to.
 
• First, Donglan Zhang is finishing her two-year term as a deacon. Donglan is happy to 

continue, so needs someone to nominate her again for this role.
• Second, Michelle Dong has informed the deacons that she is unable to continue as 

Church Treasurer after the AGM. We need to pray about who the right person is for 
this very demanding role. When we find someone who agrees to stand for the 
position of Treasurer, then they will need to be nominated as well.

Jeff has nomination forms for those who need them.

Manse landline…
Vodafone has informed Margaret and myself that they are reviewing our current phone 
and Sky TV arrangement. We are wondering if we still need the landline. However, 
whether or not to have a landline phone in the manse is - in part - a congregational 
decision. Please let Margaret and I know your feelings on this. We would rather not be 
paying for a service that is so seldom used.


