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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: Matthew 5: 6      Hungering and thirsting for righteousness… 

There will be no Wednesday Bible Study for July 21st.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.



July 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 4 Dawn de Stigter, 11 Margaret Whittaker, 18 and 25 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Murray and Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
At our Wednesday evening Bible study on July 7th, we read together Philippians 4: 
2 - 23. Our subsequent discussion, though, zeroed in on verses 11 - 13. I have 
learned to be content with whatever I have. 12I know what it is to have little, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have 
learned  the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty 
and of being in need. 13I can do all these things through him who 
strengthens me. In our discussion, we recognised that a sense of contentment 
possessed by previous generations seems to have been lost in our current setting. 
Instead, it seems to have been replaced by a pervasive sense of entitlement. 
Things are complicated by a feeling that things are tougher now than they were for 
our forebears. Economists write that this perception often brings out the worst in a 
society. So, although it can be argued that we have more than ever before, there is 
a profound discontentment. I think that we need to learn again the secret that Paul 
writes about. I suspect that it is learned by practising gratitude in all circumstances, 
no matter how challenging. Not only do we need to learn this secret for ourselves, 
but the church needs to learn it and wider society needs to learn it before we strip 
the planet of its resources to the detriment of the other creatures who rely on the 
planet’s bounty. Besides practising gratitude, what else might we do? Perhaps it’s 
time for us all to relearn the discipline of fasting. And the art of generosity… What 
do you think?

          Shalom, Jeff



This information was in a letter received from Auckland Transport this last week. It means 
that you may need to plan your route to church carefully on the weekends indicated so as 
to avoid unnecessary delays.


