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Leading: June McMillan 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 5: 10   Blessed for living rightly under pressure

The Wednesday evening Bible 
Study for August 18th will be 
hosted by Ian and Dawn de 
Stigter.

Trinity House
The Trinity House Student Hostel Oversight Group advise that 
there are vacancies at Trinity House. The vacancies include several 
single rooms in the main body of the hostel, and the 2-bedroom 
self-contained upstairs apartment. See Margaret, Willa or Anne Yiu 
if you know someone who might be interested in renting a room. 
Or, why not recommend the possibility to someone you know who 
is looking for accommodation.



August 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 1 Louissa Bao, 8, 15 Linda McBurney, 22, 29 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Belsy, Ida and Freida Balajisingh
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Murray Hollis

From Pastor Jeff 
My brother Hugh and 3 co-authors recently finished a book entitled ‘Compressed 
development: Time and timing in economic and social development.’ He 
generously sent me a copy, and I finished reading it last week. Hugh was, of 
course, interested to know how I had found reading the book. I told him that I was 
impressed with the scope of what they covered. In particular, though, I mentioned 
that the amount of time, management and resources required to catch up by late 
developing countries - especially China - is extraordinary. (Britain, the country that 
kick-started the industrial revolution, provides the benchmark. To catch up with 
what Britain has achieved over centuries has been challenging, especially for 
those countries that started later in the twentieth century.) This in turn has led me 
to reflect on the logistics of organising a nation-wide vaccination campaign. The 
challenges of doing this are immense. And so, I consider that the New Zealand 
government has done reasonably well in its vaccination roll-out. And when we take 
into account the dissent that is allowed in a Western democracy, dissent that is not 
allowed in some other countries, then I am even more impressed. This in turn has 
allowed me to reflect on Jesus’ organising of his disciples. The disciples of Jesus 
were really diverse in terms of background. In terms of behaviour they were all 
over the place. How extraordinary that the Holy Spirit took this ragtag group and - 
over time - welded them together into a movement that changed the world. We 
may feel - in the West - that the church is losing ground. However, we are in a long 
game, and the Spirit is not finished with us yet.                                     Shalom, Jeff


