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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 5: 13 - 16         Being salt and light    

The Wednesday evening Bible Study 
for September 1st will be held on Zoom.



September 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 5, 12 Ann Guan, 19, 26 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Alan & Luanne
Communion preparation: Alan & Luanne
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
The news over the last while seems to have been dominated by two issues. 
The first is the covid pandemic, and especially how it is affecting New 
Zealand. The second is the situation in Afghanistan, especially the take-over 
of the country by the Taliban in the wake of the withdrawal of American 
troops. It’s this second situation that I would like to comment on here. In 
terms of playing on Western fears, the Taliban are an easy target. We know 
that things will be tough under their rule. Westerners in particular know that 
things will be especially tough for women, and want their governments to 
protest. I suspect that the Taliban are immune to such criticisms. They will 
have well-established arguments in support of their way of doing things. 
Considering all these things, I was heartened to see the Taliban’s positive 
response to our government’s offer of humanitarian aid. (New Zealand was 
the first country to offer aid.) Prime Minister Jacinda Adern was condemned 
from various quarters for offering this aid. I thought, however, that she has 
created the opportunity for New Zealand’s view on various issues to be 
heard in Afghanistan. Further, this offer of aid reminded me of the way the 
early church operated. In the first few centuries, Christians were regarded 
with suspicion and even hostility. But they won over many of their enemies 
because of their patient kindness and generosity. Let us not underestimate 
the worth of such kindness and generosity. Who knows who might be won 
over to become friends.            Shalom, Jeff



At our Deacons’ Meeting this last Tuesday (held on Zoom), we decided that 
our next Members’ Meeting will be held on Wednesday September 15th. It 
appears at this stage that the best we can hope for is that we will be at 
Level 3 on Wednesday September 15th. Given that Level 3 restricts 
gatherings to 10 people, we will have to experiment holding the meeting on 
Zoom.

Resignation

I have called most of you to let you know that I have tendered my resignation from the 
position of Senior Pastor of Epsom Baptist Church, effective from the end of January 
2020. This will be the main agenda item to be discussed at the Members’ Meeting noted 
above.

Pastor Jeff


