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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 6: 1 - 4            Concerning almsgiving…    

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for 
October 13th will be on Zoom. 

A graphic depiction of the emphasis in 
more traditional churches during Lent, 

the season leading up tp Easter. It 
includes giving alms, the topic we will 

explore in the sermon today.



October 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3, 10 Luanne Chui, 17, 24 Dawn de Stigter, 31 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
The Bible has a store of everyday wisdom that we can access in the books of Proverbs 
and Ecclesiastes. The rest of ‘The Writings’ also contain wisdom, but perhaps in a less 
accessible form. Of course, many cultures and religions have stores of proverbial 
wisdom. Māori culture has refined the transmission of proverbial wisdom through pithy 
sayings called whakatauki. Some time ago I bought a book of whakatauki compiled and 
commented on by psychiatrist Hinemoa Elder. Here’s a proverb from that book:

Poipoia te kākano kia puāwai. Nurture the seed and it will bloom.

The commentary in my book describes how Māori were/are keen observers of the natural 
world, and drew/draw much of the inspiration for whakatauki from that world. I think the 
Bible, too, exhibits the same keen observance of the natural world. Dr Elder extrapolates 
the whakatauki to talk about nurturing people. Her observations reminded me of the verse 
in Isaiah about the servant of the Lord: For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground;… (Isaiah 53:2). Christians identify the ‘young shoot’ 
servant of the Lord as Jesus. So it is poignant to reflect on Jesus’ own words about a 
seed; indeed himself as seed. In John 12:24, Jesus is reported as saying: “Very truly, I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” We can recognise in this verse Jesus 
foretelling the fruit that would arise from his death and resurrection. That is, Jesus - 
nurtured in the relationship he enjoyed with his heavenly Father - allowed himself to fall 
into the ground and die so that the full blooming of fruitfulness might eventuate. And we 
are some of the abundant fruit arising from this carefully nurtured seed.

              Shalom, Jeff



Special Members’ Meeting October 20 2021: 

Advance notice

At our Members’ Meeting held on September 15, it was agreed that we should hold a 
Special Members’ Meeting to look at two issues. The first is Pastor Daniel’s status going 
forward. The second is the composition of the Call Committee which will seek a 
replacement for Pastor Jeff. 

The church deacons met this last Tuesday, September 21st and discussed these issues. 
Out of this Deacons’ Meeting came the following.

• The Special Members’ Meeting will be held on Wednesday October 20th. (If we are 
at level 2, then we should be able to meet at the church. If we are still at level 3, then 
we will meet via Zoom as we did for the recent Members’ Meeting.)

• After unanimous agreement in the Deacons’ Meeting, the deacons will present to the 
Special Members’ Meeting the motion: That Pastor Daniel be called to the role of 
Senior Pastor of Epsom Baptist Church effective from the end of January 2022. 
Sorting this out will enable the Call Committee to have a much clearer idea of who it 
is looking for to pastor the English Congregation and contribute to the wider mission 
of the church.

• The names of those proposed for the Call Committee will be presented to the Special 
Members’ Meeting for approval. With it already agreed that Pastor Daniel will chair 
the Call Committee, the Committee’s composition will also include 3 representatives 
from the English Congregation and 3 from the Chinese Congregation.

May God bless us all as we seek a way forward following Pastor Jeff’s resignation.

Alan Kreider’s podcast series: 
Resident but Alien

May I commend to you a series 
of podcasts presented by Alan 
Kreider. Produced by the 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana, USA, 
the 6 podcasts explore how the 
early Christians were found to be 
odd but intriguing to the society 
around them. Kreider is helped 
by a group of young people, two 
of whom are Kiwis. Find the podcasts on YouTube.                                              Pastor Jeff



Baptist Union National Leader Charles Hewlett on 
vaccination…

Kia ora Baptist whānau
 
I am very keen to communicate with you.
 
A number of people have asked me what the official position of the Baptist Union of New 
Zealand is concerning Covid vaccination.
 
While each Baptist church enjoys freedom in their decision making, I want you to know 
that as your National Leader I am fully supportive of the New Zealand Government’s 
Covid vaccination programme. As I was recently quoted in the media, “For us our faith is 
about being prepared to give up our rights for another. It is very much about loving our 
neighbour.” Being vaccinated will help save the lives of others.
 
I urge you to proactively encourage and support not only the people in your 
congregation, but also those within your local neighbourhoods, to be vaccinated. I am so 
encouraged to hear reports of Baptist faith communities undertaking initiatives to help 
the most vulnerable among us access vaccinations. Thank you.
 
It is my prayer that New Zealand Baptists would be known for being positive and 
proactive in this regard. Perhaps your faith community could get behind the National Day 
of Action for vaccination on Saturday 16 October (working safely within the level 
restrictions you find yourselves in).
 
Again I refer you to the helpful interview NZBMS did with Immunologist and Clinical 
Microbiologist James Ussher, and Emeritus Professor of Anatomy Gareth Jones, on 
vaccination in Aotearoa from a faith perspective. Please click here to view this 
interview.
 
Also on Monday the Baptist Magazine Website will be publishing a combined opinion 
piece to encourage thought around the current issue of vaccinations and what might be 
important for local Baptist churches to be considering.
 
Please remember if you have any questions or concerns re Covid or lockdown 
restrictions do not hesitate to contact Peter Browning (Interim Operations and Finance 
Director) at the National office.
 
Please feel free to share this with your leaders, elders and community.  
 
Ngā mihi,
Charles 

https://baptist.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fcbd4552c4d94296f64b0dbf&id=ff1d49b04e&e=b769fd0771

