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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 6: 5 - 15           Concerning prayer…    

There will be no Wednesday evening Bible Study for October 20th.. 
Instead, there will be - on Zoom - a special Members’ Meeting.

Today we will look at the teaching of Jesus that includes what we call ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer.’



October 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3, 10 Luanne Chui, 17, 24 Dawn de Stigter, 31 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
It’s been a week of strange emails. First, I received an email asking if I and the church 
would reconsider my published stance on vaccination. Denouncing Pfizer’s vaccine as ‘a 
mark of the devil,’ the correspondent asked if I had seen a documentary put out by 
Project Veritas supposedly exposing Pfizer’s use in the vaccine of tissue from aborted 
babies. I Googled Project Veritas. It’s a right-wing American group known for highly 
partisan presentations. (The truth about foetal tissue? It’s on public record that Pfizer has 
used a line of what is called foetal tissue, sourced in the 1970s, in the testing of the 
vaccine. The actual vaccine contains none.) I replied that I would not change my stance 
or that of the church in supporting vaccination. Next, I received an email from a group 
called the Pacific Christian Leadership Conference. I vaguely remember receiving an 
email announcing the conference, but had not checked it out. However, the inaugural 
conference has been and gone. I was receiving publicity about its charter statement and 
the like. The conference had featured American preacher Paula White as a guest 
speaker. Something tickled my memory. And so again I went to Google. She is an 
advocate of the prosperity gospel and an outspoken supporter of Donald Trump who is 
known for her strange stage behaviour. That piqued my interest. But what also caught my 
eye was reference to a Mother Moon. For those of you who have been around for a while, 
that should remind you of something. Yes, this is none other than the wife of Unification 
Church founder Father Sun Myung Moon. Father Moon was a self-proclaimed messiah. 
And so this Pacific Christian Leadership Conference is in fact a front for the Unification 
Church, a cult. Their New Zealand representative used to be a Unification Church 
missionary in Africa. Strange emails; strange days. Don’t believe what might turn up in 
your in-box; always check it out. Feel free to ask Pastor Daniel or myself about these sort 
of issues.                          Shalom, Jeff



Special Members’ Meeting October 20 2021: 

Advance notice

At our Members’ Meeting held on September 15, it was agreed that we should hold a 
Special Members’ Meeting to look at two issues. The first is Pastor Daniel’s status going 
forward. The second is the composition of the Call Committee which will seek a 
replacement for Pastor Jeff. 

The church deacons met this last Tuesday, September 21st and discussed these issues. 
Out of this Deacons’ Meeting came the following.

• The Special Members’ Meeting will be held on Wednesday October 20th. (We will 
still at level 3, and so we will meet via Zoom as we did for the recent Members’ 
Meeting.)

• After unanimous agreement in the Deacons’ Meeting, the deacons will present to the 
Special Members’ Meeting the motion: That Pastor Daniel be called to the role of 
Senior Pastor of Epsom Baptist Church effective from the end of January 2022. 
Sorting this out will enable the Call Committee to have a much clearer idea of who it 
is looking for to pastor the English Congregation and contribute to the wider mission 
of the church.

• The names of those proposed for the Call Committee will be presented to the Special 
Members’ Meeting for approval. With it already agreed that Pastor Daniel will chair 
the Call Committee, the Committee’s composition will also include 3 representatives 
from the English Congregation and 3 from the Chinese Congregation.

May God bless us all as we seek a way forward following Pastor Jeff’s resignation.



Baptist Union National Leader Charles Hewlett on 
vaccination…

Kia ora Baptist whānau
 
I am very keen to communicate with you.
 
A number of people have asked me what the official position of the Baptist Union of New 
Zealand is concerning Covid vaccination.
 
While each Baptist church enjoys freedom in their decision making, I want you to know 
that as your National Leader I am fully supportive of the New Zealand Government’s 
Covid vaccination programme. As I was recently quoted in the media, “For us our faith is 
about being prepared to give up our rights for another. It is very much about loving our 
neighbour.” Being vaccinated will help save the lives of others.
 
I urge you to proactively encourage and support not only the people in your 
congregation, but also those within your local neighbourhoods, to be vaccinated. I am so 
encouraged to hear reports of Baptist faith communities undertaking initiatives to help 
the most vulnerable among us access vaccinations. Thank you.
 
It is my prayer that New Zealand Baptists would be known for being positive and 
proactive in this regard. Perhaps your faith community could get behind the National Day 
of Action for vaccination on Saturday 16 October (working safely within the level 
restrictions you find yourselves in).
 
Again I refer you to the helpful interview NZBMS did with Immunologist and Clinical 
Microbiologist James Ussher, and Emeritus Professor of Anatomy Gareth Jones, on 
vaccination in Aotearoa from a faith perspective. Please click here to view this 
interview.
 
Also on Monday the Baptist Magazine Website will be publishing a combined opinion 
piece to encourage thought around the current issue of vaccinations and what might be 
important for local Baptist churches to be considering.
 
Please remember if you have any questions or concerns re Covid or lockdown 
restrictions do not hesitate to contact Peter Browning (Interim Operations and Finance 
Director) at the National office.
 
Please feel free to share this with your leaders, elders and community.  
 
Ngā mihi,
Charles 

https://baptist.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fcbd4552c4d94296f64b0dbf&id=ff1d49b04e&e=b769fd0771

