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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 6:16 - 18           Concerning fasting…    

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for October 27th 

will be on Zoom. Contact Pastor Jeff if you would like to 
join us for this time of study, fellowship and prayer.

Report on the Special Members’ Meeting 

Last Wednesday night we met via Zoom to consider the motion that Pastor 
Daniel be appointed Senior Pastor when I leave at the end of January and to 
affirm the suggested makeup of the Call Committee which will seek to find a 
replacement for me.

After much discussion and a technical glitch as we were about to vote, Pastor 
Daniel was unanimously affirmed to take up the mantle as Senior Pastor from 
the end of January. Further, the make-up of the Call Committee: Pastor Daniel 
as Chair, Anne Bartley, Donglan Zhang and Ian de Stigter (representing the 
English Congregation) and Andrew Chiu, Willa Hui and Judy Xu (representing 
the Chinese Congregation) was unanimously affirmed as well. The meeting 
was open and friendly. Concerns were raised and talked through. Pastor 
Daniel impressed with his passionate articulation of a vision for EBC. There 
was a great attendance at the meeting. And it was conducted with grace and 
love. Good things lie ahead for Epsom Baptist Church. 

Congratulations to Pastor Daniel for this impending change to his terms of call.
        Shalom, Pastor Jeff



October 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 3, 10 Luanne Chui, 17, 24 Dawn de Stigter, 31 Margaret Whittaker
Morning tea: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Communion preparation: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Ida Balajisingh
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Ann Guan
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Playing computer games can be fun. I like to play for free, and that limits the games I can 
play. Still, I play Sudoku, Spider Solitaire and Free Cell; all pretty tame really. But, being 
free, I have to put up with advertisements on the periphery waiting for a false touch of the 
screen to try and sell me something. A documentary I watched some time ago informed 
me that if it’s on one’s computer and is free, then the user is the product. And what that 
means is that there will be algorithms running in the background collecting data about my 
choices and preferences. On news channel Al Jazeera the other night, though, I watched 
a segment on a war game called ‘America’s Army.’ It’s a shoot-to-kill-the-enemy computer 
game. And it’s free. So, if someone downloads this game and plays it, in what way are 
they the product? Wikipedia informs me that this game is funded by the US Government 
because it has proven so successful at identifying military ‘talent’ and as a recruiting 
platform for the US Military. That is, the game is distributed free not because the US 
Government has decided to be generous and enhance everyone’s leisure time, but 
because the payback on the millions of dollars invested in programme development is 
literally in people’s lives. Now, what I’m writing is not hidden. It’s well known and 
acknowledged. What is more often denied is that what we amuse ourselves with on our 
computers actually shapes us. If war gaming hones our skills and opens up the 
possibilities of a military career, what about a porn addiction. The porn industry denies 
that porn users are shaped by their involvement. But common sense, the war gaming 
example described above, and the cases of sexual crime in our court rooms which are 
clearly influenced by porn; all these tell us that what we play at will shape us into its 
image. In the church there is a saying: We become like that on which we fix our gaze. 
And that’s why we fix our gaze on Jesus; so that we might become like him in the world. 
And we do this by Bible reading and study, by praying, by gathering together for worship, 
and by our good works. May God bless us to be wise doves in an evil age.    Shalom, Jeff


