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Leading: Grant Illingworth 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 6:19 - 24           Issues around money…    

The Wednesday evening Bible Study for November 3rd 

will be on Zoom. Contact Pastor Jeff if you would like to 
join us for this time of study, fellowship and prayer.

Vaccination certificates: A number of us have been anticipating 
vaccination certificates as a potential pathway to greater freedoms under 
covid-19 restrictions. There are problems with a system of certification, 
however. As Associate Professor Angela Ballantyne, a bio-ethicist and member 
of the government’s advisory group on covid-19 response, suggests in an 
interview with Jack Tame [see the interview on YouTube at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=uArOhK-tNjE] such certificates could 
threaten the consensus that has largely pertained until now that we’re all in this 
together. While we can see that vaccination certificates have been employed in 
some countries overseas, I wonder if their introduction here is being done now 
because of impatience and pressure from the business community and others 
chafing under restrictions. At a time like this, let us remember that we are all in 
this situation together, whether vaccinated, vaccine-hesitant, or anti-vax. And 
we don’t want to end up demonising those who take a different stance to 
ourselves. Epsom Baptist Church has taken a pro-vaccination stance. Those 
Christians, and indeed others, whose approach is different are still brothers 
and sisters. Let us take the hard-won example of the early church which 
stressed patience with one another in the midst of pandemics and other 
catastrophes that threatened to divide.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uArOhK-tNjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uArOhK-tNjE


November 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7 Margaret Whittaker, 14, 21 Linda McBurney, 28 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
On Thursday evenings, I am currently watching a series of presentations put on by 
ISCAST (an Australian group: Christians in Science and Technology) and NZCIS (New 
Zealand Christians in Science). The presentations seek to explore the interface between 
science and Christian faith. Presenters are Christians who work in science and 
technology, or theologians whose research is in the area of science and faith. I find the 
presentations very interesting although of variable quality. Anyway, I don’t want to talk 
about a particular presentation. Rather, I want to talk about an Australian aid worker who 
was profiled in an email from ISCAST. Tony Rinaudo works for World Vision Australia in 
Africa. Known as the ‘Forest Maker, Famine Fighter,’ Rinaudo is literally changing the 
face of Africa. He has pioneered a very basic technique of tree propagation that has re-
greened parts of Niger in particular. Where his technique has been adopted, communities 
go from living in parched or desertified landscapes with drought and famine to living in 
green landscapes with enough food to be able to sell the surplus. I saw a statistic on a 
YouTube clip that said that where communities have adopted Rinaudo’s technique, 
conflicts reduce by 70%. In my concern about climate change, I’ve been praying for 
desertified countries around the world to plant trees. God has answered my prayers, 
showing me that it’s already happening. And at the forefront are courageous pioneers like 
Tony Rinaudo. This week in our exploration of the Sermon on the Mount, we’re looking at 
issues around money. We may have some poverty in New Zealand. But it’s not like the 
poverty in Africa where drought and famine cause huge movements of displaced peoples. 
How great then that people like Tony Rinaudo are making such a difference, helping 
people to stay and restore the good earth. Why not go online, click up YouTube, and 
watch the 10 minute clip entitled ‘Tony Rinaudo: Forest Maker, Famine Fighter - I’m Just 
the Messenger.’       Shalom, Pastor Jeff


