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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 7:1 - 6                                 Don’t Judge…    

The evening Bible Study this coming Wednesday, 
November 17th, will be on Zoom again.

Newsletter volunteer
Needed: Someone to take on preparation of the English 

Congregation newsletter. A template is available. Lessons 
provided. Contact Pastor Jeff for details.

Roster volunteer
Needed: Someone to take on organising the English Congregation 

roster. Activities to roster include greeting people as they arrive, 
scripture reading in services, preparation of the morning tea, 

offering counting, and lawn mowing. Contact Margaret Whittaker 
for details. 

Trinity House volunteer
Needed: Someone to help with various administrative tasks to do 

with Trinity House. Although this person need not duplicate the 
many tasks that Margaret currently does, we do need an English 
Congregation volunteer. Contact Margaret Whittaker for details.



November 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7 Margaret Whittaker, 14, 21 Linda McBurney, 28 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
On Wednesday evening November 10th, a number of us watched the New Zealand 
Director General of Health, Dr Ashley Bloomfield, talk on the topic of ‘Faith and anxiety in 
an age of pandemic.’ The webinar was organised by New Zealand Christians in Science 
(NZCIS) and was watched by a large group of people. Bloomfield described his Christian 
faith journey, which started out in a Baptist Church, in quite general terms. A number of 
the comments being made through the presentation, visible in the scrolling chat at the 
bottom of my screen, indicated disappointment that Bloomfield wasn’t more overtly 
‘Christian.’ Certainly, Dr Bloomfield was cautious with his comments. He was certainly 
aware that the faith called upon from all Kiwis in our current pandemic environment is not 
the preserve of Christians alone. The faith he commended was more humanistic in 
emphasis: Faith in the advice received from well-trained scientific advisors to guide us 
well; faith in the sense of Kiwis to do the right thing and get vaccinated unless there are 
compelling reasons not to; faith in such Christian values as humility and honesty to serve 
the New Zealand public well. He did describe the stresses of working in such difficult 
circumstances as a pandemic, and praised his various colleagues for their hard and 
effective work. I thought that the restrained nature of Bloomfield’s presentation 
demonstrated his determination that all New Zealanders recognise that the government is 
working hard for everyone. One comment in particular stood out for me. From memory is 
went something like this: “Government ministers never make a decision that they believe 
is not in the best interests of the country.” Of course, we can apply this to whatever 
government is in power unless from cynical anxiety one believes all politicians to be 
corrupt or inept. In summary, I felt that Bloomfield’s presentation modelled a deliberate 
and non-anxious response to an anxiety-creating event. I’m sure that whichever political 
party was in power, he would serve with the same informed commitment to the national 
welfare of New Zealand.                   Shalom, Jeff


