
Newsletter 
21st November 

2021

Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Chinese Congregation: Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

ne
xt

 D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
 T

ue
sd

ay
, 7

th
 

D
ec

em
be

r 2
02

1.

Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: Matthew 7:7 - 12                                Ask, search knock…    

The evening Bible Study this coming Wednesday, 
November 24th, will be on Zoom again.

Trinity House volunteer
Needed: Someone to help with various administrative tasks to do 

with Trinity House. Although this person need not duplicate the 
many tasks that Margaret currently does, we do need an English 
Congregation volunteer. Contact Margaret Whittaker for details.

Our next Members’ 
Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday December 
15th, 7:30 pm. At this 
meeting the Call 
Committee will update 
the church on progress 
with the search to find a 
replacement for Pastor 
Jeff (and Margaret) 
Whittaker.



November 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7 Margaret Whittaker, 14, 21 Linda McBurney, 28 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Communion preparation: Hugh & Gwenneth Macky
Door and Offering: June McMillan
Scripture reading & Communion: Linda McBurney
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
The desert was a suspect place for the Jews of Jesus’ day. It was the haunt of wild 
animals, demons and armed bandits. Depopulation of developed agricultural land 
so that it would degenerate into desert wilderness was one of the punishments on 
sinful Israel announced by the prophets. In Jesus’ day, travel through the desert 
places was done in groups for protection. Things did go wrong, as Jesus’ parable 
of the Good Samaritan describes. When John appeared out of the desert with his 
unusual garb and unusual diet, he would have been perceived as a wild man from 
a wild place; a very incarnation of the spirit of the former wild prophets. It’s 
interesting, then, that I discovered this quote about the Judean desert by 20th 
Century Christian mystic Thomas Merton: The first Sunday of Lent, as I know it, 
is a great feast. Christ has sanctified the desert… It’s not stated under what 
circumstances Christ has sanctified the desert, but I am assuming that it reflects 
his victory over Satan in the wilderness temptation episode described in the 
gospels. This comment by Merton spurred me to think of other ‘wild places’ that 
were sanctified by Jesus’ victories. The dangerous Sea of Galilee, sanctified by his 
victory over the storm. The Gerasene graveyard, sanctified by his victory over the 
demonic horde called ‘Legion.’ The domain of death, sanctified by his victory over 
sin and death at the cross. In any of these places, we can now encounter our 
victorious Lord Jesus who bids us to ‘fear not.’ Truly, there is no place where we 
will not encounter our victorious Lord. Even the depths of a covid-19 pandemic!

  Shalom, Jeff


