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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Philippians 2: 5 - 11, Galatians 4:19              Advent 1…    

The evening Bible Study this coming Wednesday, 
December 1st, will be on Zoom again.

Our next Members’ Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday 
December 15th, 7:30 pm. At this 
meeting the Call Committee will 
update the church on progress 
with the search to find a 
replacement for Pastor Jeff (and 
Margaret) Whittaker.

Advent 1

Prayer meeting:
Last week I overlooked our monthly 
prayer meeting. So, let’s have it today, 
5 pm - 6 pm. If you would like to 
participate, let me know and I will email 
you the Zoom link around 4:50 pm.

Blessings,  Pastor Jeff



December 2021 Sunday morning rosters (in hope)…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19 Luanne Chui, 25, 26 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Communion preparation: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Door and Offering: Donglan Zhang & Lawrence Zhang
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang or Donglan Zhang
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Over the last few days, New Zealand news has been dominated by leadership issues 
from within the National Party. Reflecting on this, I was reminded of Psalm 33: How very 
good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity. The psalm finishes by 
suggesting that such unity invites the Lord’s blessing. Obviously, the opposite holds as 
well. ‘How bad and unpleasant it is when kindred keep fighting one another. There the 
Lord is unable to command a blessing.’ It’s important to keep in mind, though, that 
underneath the struggles lie another set of circumstances: MPs talking about one another 
in derogatory terms. Sometimes this has been face-to-face. Sometimes this has been 
expressed to the media. Wherever these derogatory comments have been made, they 
have been destructive. I wonder if this is why Jesus was so strong on this issue. In his so-
called Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned his followers strongly about talking about 
others in derogatory ways. To do so was to risk coming under God’s judgment; maybe 
even being found guilty of the very things being used to criticise others. Should the other 
truly be an enemy, then Jesus said there was only one thing to do: Bless them. People 
don’t need to be enemies for us to bless them, however. Parliamentary democracies such 
as ours work on the principle of those in power being held to account by the opposition. 
It’s not a perfect system. Winston Churchill once described just how bad a system it is. 
That said, he noted that it’s better than any alternative. And so we need the National 
Party to sort this out and fulfil their mandate as an effective opposition. We can assist by 
blessing the National Party. Bless them with unity, a desire to work with one another, and 
restraint when they speak about one another. Let’s not limit this to the National Party. We 
can bless Labour, ACT, the Greens, and te Pati Māori. Let’s be wise doves in the way we 
contribute to the public good in Aotearoa/New Zealand.

             Shalom, Jeff


