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Leading: Margaret Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Ephesians 3: 16, 17   … that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith  

Wednesday evening’s Bible Study meets for 
the final time in 2021 at the Whittaker’s place, 

and will conclude with a special supper.

Our next Members’ Meeting will be held 
on Wednesday December 15th, 7:30 
pm. At this meeting the Call Committee 
will update the church on progress with 
the search to find a replacement for 
Pastor Jeff (and Margaret) Whittaker.

Advent 2

Member’s 
Meeting



December 2021 Sunday morning rosters (in hope)…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19 Luanne Chui, 25, 26 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Communion preparation: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Door and Offering: Donglan Zhang & Lawrence Zhang
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang or Donglan Zhang
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
Christopher Luxon, a confessing Christian, has been appointed leader of the National 
Party. Upon being questioned over various issues by the media, Luxon made two 
comments in particular that I want to reflect on. First, he said that his appointment was a 
reset for the National Party. Second, when asked about his religious beliefs, he stated 
that he holds to the separation of church and state. Reflecting on the separation of church 
and state, we remember that the separation of church and state was one of the 
foundational positions of the fledgling Baptist movement. The early Baptists held this 
position because they experienced persecution from the state allied with a state-
sponsored expression of Christianity. And, as I have commented here before, research 
conducted by academics in Singapore has shown that state sponsorship of Christianity is 
a sure way to weaken the church and render it ineffective. In fact, the stultifying effect of 
state sponsorship is such that it eclipses other influences that are considered to hinder 
the Christian church’s effectiveness in the world. Then, reflecting on the reset that Luxon 
anticipates arising from his appointment as leader of the National Party, we know from 
history that such resets do occur. Sometimes the appointment of a new leader indeed 
revives a cause. I reckon that the case of our Lord Jesus Christ is the exemplar par 
excellence. Appointed by his heavenly Father to the role of Saviour of the world, through 
his death and resurrection Jesus created a reset for humanity. Actually, the reset wasn’t 
just limited to humanity. Drawing on the insights of Paul in Romans 8, Jesus created a 
reset for the whole of the created cosmos. As the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ slowly 
emerges, we see hope for all creation. Returning to Christopher Luxon, then, we bless 
him with the things he needs for success. Leader of the Opposition is a difficult role. (We 
bless the Prime Minister in a similar way. She, too, has a difficult role.) Holding to the 
separation of church and state doesn’t mean that we can’t play a constructive role as the 
people of God who bless.

Shalom, Jeff




