
Newsletter 
19th December 

2021

Epsom Baptist Church, 4 Inverary Avenue, Epsom, AUCKLAND 1023
Phone: (09) 630-6010       epsombaptist@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Chinese Congregation: Pastor Daniel Choi
Sunday Morning English Congregation: Pastor Jeff Whittaker
epsombaptistchurch.org.nz     Check out Epsom Baptist Church on Facebook

Th
e 

ne
xt

 D
ea

co
ns

’ M
ee

tin
g 

w
ill 

be
 h

el
d 

on
 T

ue
sd

ay
, 1

8t
h  

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
22

.

Leading: Jeff Whittaker  
Preaching: Anne Bartley 
Theme: Romans 8: 10, 11     Life in place of death from sin

Advent 4

Christmas Service
Christmas Day, Saturday December 25th:
English service at 9:30am, at the church and online
Boxing Day, Sunday December 26th:
Chinese service at 11:00am, at the church and online

New Year Service
“Day after New Year’s Day”, Sunday January 2nd:

English service at 9:30am, followed by the Chinese 
service at 11:00am. Both are at the church and online 



December 2021 Sunday morning rosters (in hope)…

Flowers: 5 Ann Guan, 12, 19 Luanne Chui, 25, 26 Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Communion preparation: Wendy Lai and Olwyn Halder
Door and Offering: Donglan Zhang & Lawrence Zhang
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang or Donglan Zhang
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Alan Lau
Lawns: Ian de Stigter

From Pastor Jeff 
In the news recently was an article about Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems 
(LAWS). New Zealand was amongst a group of around 30 countries protesting at the 
United Nations against such weapon systems. Of course, superpowers like the US, 
China, and Russia – and probably a raft of other states like Iran and the UK - are 
arguing for these weapon systems. They suggest that the ability to use facial 
recognition technology to seek out an identified enemy, for example, will de-escalate 
conflicts and save lives. Ironically, the latest Bond movie is based around just such a 
scenario. The technology employed in the LAWS in the movie is not facial recognition, 
but genetic recognition. In the movie, 007 (aka James Bond) must destroy the LAWS 
before it is used against large sections of humanity by a rogue agent who has stolen it. 
Bond succeeds, because that is what James Bond does. Our protest at the UN 
probably will not. There’s too much money and power at stake. I believe this is where 
we can recognise human sin at work. Every time science achieves a significant 
technological advance, the new knowledge is expanded in two directions. First, the 
new technology is employed to enhance life for human beings and – hopefully – the 
rest of God’s good creation. But at the same time, new technology is weaponised and 
a new way of destroying life on the planet is developed. Around 2000, pundits were 
opining about the future of life on earth. Many were deeply pessimistic. They 
suggested that life on earth is vulnerable because of climate change, pandemics, 
nanotechnology (the technology in the Bond film), deforestation, pollution, and of 
course new military technology. Here indeed we see the poisonous fruit from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil at work. So how should we respond? Protest about 
LAWS is one way. We can pray, asking God to save us from ourselves. And we can 
live consistently with the calling placed on us to be agents of peace by the Prince of 
Peace, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In the end, he is the only one who can save 
us from our madness.


