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Leading: Grant Illingworth  
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Matthew 1: 18–25    God with us through the incarnation

New Year Service
“Day after New Year’s Day”, Sunday January 2nd:

English service at 9:30am, followed by the Chinese 
service at 11:00am. Both are at the church and online 



January 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9,16 Margaret Whittaker, 32, 30 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Murray &amp; Neroli Hollis (from Sunday 9 th on…)
Communion preparation: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
A feature of the story around Christ’s birth is the role of shame. Mary chose to bear the
shame of carrying a special baby because of the message to her from the angel Gabriel.
Joseph chose to bear the shame of staying with his pregnant fiancée, knowing himself 
to not be the baby’s father. This aspect of shame can easily be lost in the 
sentimentality that often surrounds retelling the story of the birth of Jesus. Shame is a 
powerful emotion. In shame/honour societies, people go to extraordinary lengths to 
avoid shame. So, I was interested when, this last Thursday, a friend told me about an 
incident he had read about in the paper. The incident was the sentencing of Eli Epiha 
for shooting – and killing – Constable Matthew Hunt. Hunt’s mother declared to Eli 
Epiha that she would never forgive him for killing her son. But then Epiha’s uncle 
Warren was given leave to address the court. He apparently spoke about the pride the 
family had in the Epiha name. He continued, saying to the court that Eli’s Epiha’s 
actions had brought shame to their proud name. He added that although he hadn’t 
done the deed, he felt this shame deeply. Hunt’s mother cried out at this
point that he should be ashamed. Then Warren Epiha apologised for his nephew’s 
actions. He bowed to Hunt’s family, apologising again. Columnist Steve Braunias 
described the actions as a beautiful gesture, something humble and profound. It seems 
to me that this identification of uncle with nephew in his sin; this is difficult in a society 
where those who offend egregiously are often disowned and cast aside. But we should 
remember that Jesus, born in circumstances coloured by shame, took our shame to 
the cross. At the cross he did not disown us but became our shame so that shame 
would die in his death. Warren Epiha could not atone for his nephew Eli’s deed. Christ 
did, however, atone for our sin and shame. Perhaps his parents taught him out of their 
own experience around his birth that even in shameful situations our God is at work.

Shalom, Jeff


