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Leading: Grant Illingworth 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Facing Jerusalem and the cross

Our Wednesday evening Bible Study for March 3rd will be 
hosted by Janet Buckley.

Mission boxes:
It’s time to collect in the mission boxes. Please pass them to 

Dawn de Stigter over the next couple of weeks.

Our next 
Members’ 

Meeting will be 
held on 

Wednesday 
March 24th at 

Epsom Baptist 
Church, 7:30 pm.

Lent 2



March 2021 Sunday morning rosters…

Flowers: 7, 14 Ann Guan, 21, 28 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Alan Lau & Luanne Chiu
Communion preparation: Alan Lau & Luanne Chiu
Door and Offering: Ian & Dawn de Stigter
Scripture reading & Communion: June McMillan
Offering counting: Neroli Hollis and Brian Jones
Lawns: Jeff Whittaker

From Pastor Jeff 
Wednesday morning I attended a leadership breakfast organised by Laidlaw College’s 
Graeme Flett, a fellow pastor from Christchurch. The speaker for the breakfast was Jim 
McInnes. The publicity stated: McInnes will share some of the challenges of Christian 
leadership and ministry within the socially-divided and politically-charged Hong Kong 
context, where he served till recently as Executive Pastor in a fast-growing international 
church. Large pro-democracy protests bracketed Jim’s six years in Hong Kong. What a 
fascinating presentation and discussion. Several things stood out for me.

First, McInnes defined the word prophetic as ‘speaking truth to powers.’ Of 
course, what one defines as a ‘power’ is open to debate. It includes the political structures 
in Hong Kong and neighbouring China. Speaking the truth directly can be very 
dangerous. But the ‘powers’ can also include the reigning thoughts structures within the 
Christian community. Which brings me to my second point.

McInnes described how many churches have become deeply polarised. On one 
side are conservative pro-China elements. On the other side are radical pro-democracy 
people. McInnes said that gospel preaching included challenging both sides to love each 
other as fellow brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

Third, McInnes noted that attempts by church leaders to stay neutral were seen as 
having made a choice. No-one was happy with such an approach. Church leaders had to 
address the issues one way or another.
I think we can learn some valuable lessons from our fellow Christians in Hong Kong. Let’s 
determine to love one another no matter what issues may arise here in NZ. Let’s accept 
that we too could be caught up in the maelstrom of political change. And let’s pray for the 
church in Hong Kong and China. May they draw deeply from the Lord’s strength as they 
live prophetically.              Shalom, Jeff



Epsom World Day of Prayer service
This coming Friday, 10 am, at Epsom Methodist Church



Proposal	for	our	upcoming	Members’	Mee4ng	

At	our	upcoming	Member’s	Mee2ng,	we	will	welcome	Angela	Ma	into	membership	of	
Epsom	Bap2st	Church.	Angela	has	had	a	connec2on	to	the	church	for	as	long	as	Pastor	
Daniel	and	Kristy	have	been	here.	Angela	works	for	OMF,	and	it	from	there	that	Daniel	and	
Kristy	know	her.	Angela	has	theological	and	counselling	qualifica2ons	from	Singapore	and	
has	a	long	history	of	youth-oriented	ministry.	

Pastor	Daniel	has	shared	on	a	number	of	occasions	about	his	passion	for	youth	work.	He	is	
currently	par2cipa2ng	in	a	weekly	year-long	on-line	youth	ministry	seminar	–	in	Chinese	–	
being	run	from	the	United	States.	This	seminar	supports	Pastor	Daniel’s	vision	which	
includes	discipling	young	believers	so	that,	if	they	return	home,	they	can	thrive	in	
minimally	suppor2ve	environments.	OMF	has	released	Angela	to	help	Pastor	Daniel	with	
this.	Now,	as	is	oOen	the	case	with	Chris2an	work	in	Asian	sePngs,	some	sort	of	formal	
recogni2on	is	helpful.	For	this	reason,	the	church	deacons	are	recommending	to	the	
church	that	we	call	Angela	as	an	Assistant	Pastor	of	Epsom	Bap2st	Church.	This	will	be	on	a	
volunteer	basis,	although	the	deacons	recognise	that	we	should	make	a	koha	to	OMF	for	
this	generous	secondment.	(What	we	envision	is	a	situa2on	similar	to	that	that	we	had	
with	Lindsey	Moser.	Our	calling	of	Lindsey	to	the	posi2on	of	Assistant	Pastor	helped	her	
subsequent	applica2on	to	become	a	military	chaplain	in	the	United	States.	Lindsey	is	now	
a	military	chaplain,	a	mother,	and	also	pursuing	a	PhD!)		

Before	our	upcoming	Members’	Mee2ng,	
Angela	will	aVend	one	of	our	English	
services	so	that	everyone	will	know	who	
she	is.	(She	is	already	well-known	by	our	
Mandarin	service	people.)	

If	you	have	any	ques2ons,	speak	to	Pastor	
Daniel	or	myself.	

Blessings,	
Pastor	Jeff	

Piano free to a good home…
We have a couple of surplus pianos. You can have one of them - free. See Pastor Daniel 
or Pastor Jeff


