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Leading: Jeff Whittaker  
Preaching: Grant Illingworth 
Theme: Matthew 2: 1–12    The gift of frankincense

Morning Tea
There will be no morning tea after the 
English Congregation service on Sunday.



January 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9,16 Margaret Whittaker, 32, 30 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Murray & Neroli Hollis (from Sunday 9th on…)
Communion preparation: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
One of the perils of the internet is that people tend to believe what is written there. It’s 
as if they say, “If it’s written, then it must be true.” And so, people are sucked into 
bogus conspiracy theories. Some years ago, a satirical website reported that the Harry 
Potter books were responsible for a wild upswing in new demonic covens. People who 
reported this fact to me were annoyed and embarrassed when I told them they had 
been sucked in by people trading on their credulity. Recently, it seems that the stakes 
have become higher. Now it’s possible that bogus content on the internet is created by 
corporate or even national actors intent on exploiting weaknesses in human 
psychology and thus being able to undermine vulnerable institutions like democracy. 
Even highly educated people who should know better can be deceived. Clearly there 
has been a failure to teach people critical thinking skills. This reminds us that we too 
need to cultivate critical reading and thinking skills when it comes to wrestling with the 
Bible. Too many of us come at the Bible as if it’s straightforward fact needing simply to 
be accepted. While it’s generally true that the Bible commends certain characters and 
ideas to us for acceptance, it too has many subsurface currents and eddies. The Old 
Testament in particular deconstructs much of what it looks like it's commending. For 
example, much is made of kingship, yet this institution was allowed by God for the 
people of Israel even while the negative consequences were described. For example, 
the prophet Samuel accepted the title ‘seer’ and yet could not see past tall, handsome, 
and unsuitable men as suitable for kingship. For example, when Jesus is being tried by 
Pilate, he is asked: ‘Are you the king of Israel.’ Jesus replied in enigmatic fashion: “You 
say so.” In Mark’s gospel, the title ‘king of Israel’ only appears on the lips of those who 
oppose Jesus. We accept that Jesus is King of Israel while overlooking that he himself 
seemed highly ambivalent to the title. Let us read then, in all contexts, a little more 
critically. And if our reading pushes us away from the way that Jesus commended as 
appropriate for his followers, then maybe we should question how we’re reading.


