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Leading: Jeff Whittaker 
Preaching: Jeff Whittaker 
Theme: Romans 1: 16, 17    I am not ashamed of the gospel

CELEBRATION/FAREWELL SERVICE… 
                             10.00am 
             SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 

On Sunday morning 30 January our church will host a special celebration/
farewell for our Senior Pastor Jeff and Margaret Whittaker who are retiring to 
live in Christchurch their home city. 

They have been our wonderful pastors for over 12+ years - the longest serving 
pastors in our church - and we are planning to give them a great send-off/
celebration/farewell! We have invited guests from the NZ Baptist Community, 
friends ,local ministers ,family members, past ministers, past church members, 
local community members and all of our church members both young and old! 
It will be a time rich in sharing memories, meeting up with old friends, rejoicing 
God’s faithfulness and then blessing Jeff and Margaret as they see the door 
close on their ministry at Epsom but know there is a window of opportunity 
that God will have for them in the future. 
 
LOVE OFFERING… 
 
A reminder that the Love Offering for Jeff and Margaret will be collected at the 
services on Sundays 16 and 23 January .Please use the special Love Offering 
Envelopes on the table in the foyer. Many thanks, June 



January 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9,16 Margaret Whittaker, 32, 30 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Murray &amp; Neroli Hollis (from Sunday 9 th on…)
Communion preparation: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
Last	Monday	Margaret	and	I	travelled	down	to	Tauranga	to	visit	our	grandchildren.	We	took	a	
load	of	stuff	down	–	furniture,	>mber,	plants	–	as	part	of	our	shiBing	from	the	manse.	While	in	
Tauranga,	our	daughter	Karen	asked	me	to	remove	a	huge	woody	daisy	that	was	covering	
several	square	metres	in	their	chook	run.	Karen	did	warn	me	about	a	nest	of	roEen	eggs	hiding	
under	this	plant.	Dealing	to	the	daisy	was	rela>vely	easy.	I	used	loppers	for	the	branches	and	
chopped	the	roots	out	with	an	axe.	Removing	the	roEen	eggs	was	a	different	maEer.	One	was	
already	broken	when	I	made	my	move.	I	have	a	diminished	sense	of	smell.	The	already	broken	
egg	was	smelly	to	me,	but	offensive	to	everyone	else.	Anyway,	I	managed	to	get	the	roughly	20	
eggs	into	a	couple	of	containers	and	transferred	them	carefully	to	a	hole	in	another	part	of	the	
garden.	As	I	was	carefully	placing	them	in	the	hole	they	began	to	explode.	Karen	expressed	her	
disgust	as	she	beat	a	retreat.	It	was	smelly	for	me,	but	ok.	However,	some	must	have	got	on	my	
clothes.	Margaret	insisted	that	I	have	an	immediate	shower	and	wrap	my	clothes	in	a	plas>c	
bag.	Apart	from	the	obvious	humour	of	the	situa>on,	I’m	going	to	moralise	from	it.	I’m	going	to	
suggest	that	roEen	eggs	are	like	sin.	If	one	is	not	very	sensi>ve,	then	sin	is	inoffensive.	
However,	if	one	is	sensi>ve	to	such	things,	then	sin	is	as	offensive	as	roEen	eggs.	Further,	sin	
taints	the	offender	who	may	remain	unaware	of	the	situa>on.	We	become	aware	of	the	
roEenness	of	sin	through	being	bap>sed,	reading	the	Bible,	praying,	and	fellowship	with	other	
believers.	Going	back	to	my	original	example,	it	reminds	me	of	a	>me	when	as	a	teenager	I	fed	
a	farmer’s	pigs	over	an	Easter	weekend	without	changing	clothes.	What	a	revela>on	aBer	
having	a	shower…	

Shalom Jeff



Dear Epsom Baptist family - We pray this card finds you well and able to meet again in 
person. Thanks you so much for all of your prayers and friendship with while we were 
there with you and even years later. We pray sincerely that the Lord would continue to 
bless each of you now and in the New Year as only he can. Love and blessings, the 
Mosers.


