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Theme: Ephesians 4: 1-13         Church as a harmonious family…

Volunteering Opportunities
A couple of volunteer positions exist. These are:

• Property Committee representative. (Filling Pastor Jeff’s 
previous role)

• Trinity House Student Hostel Oversight Group. (Filling 
Margaret’s previous role) 
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For your information
With the approval of the deacons and in particular the Church 

Privacy Officer and the Church Treasurer, CATAS has been given 
approval to collate names, giving amounts and giving numbers in 

order to assist creation of tax receipts at the end of the fiscal year.

Farewell Service + Love Offering
The Love Offering for Jeff and Margaret will continue to be collected at 
the service this Sunday. Please use the special Love Offering Envelopes 
on the table in the foyer. Many thanks.
A special celebration will be held for our Senior Pastor Jeff and Margaret 
on Sunday, 30th January as they return to Christchurch to retire after 
more than 12 years at our church. It will be a time rich in sharing 
memories, rejoicing in God’s faithfulness, and blessing Jeff and Margaret 
for the opportunities that God will have for them in the future.



January 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 2 Dawn de Stigter, 9,16 Margaret Whittaker, 32, 30 Ann Guan
Morning tea: Murray &amp; Neroli Hollis (from Sunday 9th onwards…)
Communion preparation: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Janet Buckley
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter and Anne Bartley
Lawns: Hak Jong Song

From Pastor Jeff 
The satellite video of Tonga’s volcano erupting is mind-boggling. The eruption 
followed by the clearly visible shock wave radiating out is staggering. (How can 
one choose the right adjectives for an event of such magnitude?) After the 
eruption, photos seem to show that the eruption blew the heart out of what had 
been developing as a new volcanic island a little like Rangitoto or Whakaari/White 
Island. What had been ‘land’ is now a lagoon fringed by tiny remnant islands. And 
now – I’m writing this on Friday afternoon – it has been reported that there have 
been several deaths associated with the eruption. After events like this, people 
seem to have several responses. Some people see the hand of a judgmental god 
in such natural disasters and take the opportunity to proclaim to whoever will listen 
that everyone needs to repent. Others believe that no god of love would allow such 
an event to occur; that such events do occur is for them evidence for the non-
existence of ‘god.’ I personally discount both these approaches. Instead, we need 
to recognise that life on our planet flourishes because of forces like volcanism and 
earthquakes associated with continental drift. In fact, humanity often occupies 
areas prone to these earth-shaping activities because of the enhanced fertility to 
be found there. That is, earthquakes and volcanism can be seen as part of the 
provision by our good God for abundant life, although life with risk. While we 
mourn the loss of life and lament the damage done by the Tongan eruption, yet we 
can also be thankful for the renewing of the face of our wonderful planet. And all 
this while we stress the planet’s climate and pollute the good earth. Incidentally, 
earth as a life-ship is so complex that some of the largest computers that exist are 
employed in modelling our climate. What a wonderful, intricate, complex world we 
have been gifted to steward.

Shalom, Jeff


