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Bible Study
The Thursday morning Bible Study meets in the 
church lounge at 10:00am to continue the study of 
the book of Galatians.

Upcoming Church AGM
The AGM will be held on Wednesday the 29th of 

June at the church at 7:30pm. Come at 7:20pm to 
grab a cuppa and supper before you sit down!

“Around the table” prayer
An “around the table” prayer for the church will 

occur on Sunday morning from 9:10am to 9:15am.

Prayer Walk
The Wednesday prayer walk continues this week, 
starting at 8:30am and continuing until 10:00am. 

EBC Working Bee
This has been postponed to Saturday the 23rd of July –
 certainly not to be missed! Daniel has organised a BBQ 

brekkie, and the day will conclude with fish and chips.



July 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 3, 10 Ann Guan, 17, 24 Louissa Bao, 31 Donglan Zhang
Morning tea: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Communion preparation: Murray & Neroli Hollis
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney
Scripture reading & Communion: Lawrence Zhang
Offering counting: Dawn de Stigter & Anne Bartley

This Week’s Message 

The Book of Esther came alive for me on Wednesday evening when we explored 
the meaning of “fasting in sackcloth and ashes” in a desperate life and death 
moment for the whole Jewish nation in Persia? Although God isn’t mentioned 
once in Esther, the (unknown) author allows God to reveal himself in the perfect 
timing of connections made, the bad exposed over time, reversals of the bad into 
good, the character of individuals exposed and changed. Wow, what a book with 
incredible twists and turns that shows God at work in the lives of individuals in a 
very unique way.

I was struck by the Steeple Song by Don Francisco (and I’m sure you took the 
time to listen to it during the week) to the point that it became my prayer for me, 
and the wider church of NZ that finds itself in rapid decline. The song and the 
study of Esther came together that compelled me to do something… The chorus 
goes: 

“It doesn't matter that you know the Bible  
If it's all just in your head,  
The thing I (Jesus) need to ask you is  
Have you done the things I said?” 

What does the Jewish spiritual practice “fasting in sackcloth and ashes” mean for 
us 2600 years later in a non-Jewish culture very different from back then? I felt the 
Lord impress on my heart to collectively pray for the Church in NZ and particularly 
for EBC at a time of rapid decline. Would you like to join me? Come a little earlier 
on a Sunday (9.00 am) and we spend 15 minutes together praying for the growth 
of EBC. Let’s watch the Holy Spirit do something with that.

Pastor Jacqui


