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Leading: Anne Bartley 
Preaching: Pastor Daniel  
Theme: People in the World need a Real Family (Luke 5:17-26) 

From Pastor Jacqui 
I’m in Hamilton this weekend. Cole is being dedicated. I so love how the Holy Spirit 
works. Having started our series, “Redemptive Families”, Kate sends me a date for his 
dedication. Nurturing my young ones in their faith has been a life calling as a mum. I 
still encourage my adult children in their faith in various ways. I write a prayer for them 
in a card, embed God’s Word in letters or in conversation, or speak words of 
encouragement over the phone. While my children were at school, I included my 
children’s friends in the encouragement too. And although my children all gave their 
hearts to Jesus, I now have a 34-year-old “prodigal son” who I pray for daily.
I have thought about it often, and I have realised that as a parent I could never have 
guaranteed their choices. Did I fail at parenting? Not sure, but I did the best I knew 
how at the time. I wait patiently and continue to pray. Family is family and we can’t 
ever make choices for members. As a church, we are God’s dearly loved children and 
His family (Romans 8:14-17). There are so many people who feel disconnected out 
there, stemming partly from our culture, in that we are individualistic as a society, but 
also as some feel disconnected inwardly and are isolated due to Covid. These people 
are waiting for someone to love them. As we pray for one another pray for that prodigal 
you-know-who. It’s the start the Holy Spirit will use on our behalf (Romans 8: 26-28).
REDEMPTIVE FAMILIES: Week 2, Daniel will talk about that someone in this big 
burly world of confusion and isolation who needs a real family who will love them 
unconditionally.  Maybe we could be that church for some one you know. 
Reflective devotionals this week is found in Week 1 of your workbook, days 4-5)
(Pick up a workbook in the Tea Room) The LITE 2 questions for you to think about:
1. How does my church family meet my need for community?
2. What could we do together to address the loneliness around us?
3. (Just a personal one) Who has God brought to mind to pray for? How can I grow 

my relationship with them further?
4. (Please fill in the survey found on “Day 6.” This will be sent to you as an email) 
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August 2022 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: 7, 14 Luanne Lau, 21, 28 Linda McBurney
Morning tea: Belsy, Ida & Freida Balajisingh
Communion preparation: Belsy & Ida Balajisingh
Door and Offering: June McMillan & Donglan Zhang
Scripture reading & Communion: Helen Evans
Offering counting: Helen Evans & Ann Guan

This Week’s Notices 
Prayer for our Church and Services 9.00 am Sunday mornings in Pastor Daniel’s office
Prayer Walk on Wednesdays between 8.30 -10 am. Meet at the church.
ESOL Bible Study on Wednesday 11.30 - 1 pm in the church lounge.
Wednesday evening Bible Study 7.30 - 9 pm. Email Anne for the venue 
anne.bartley@kinderlibrary.ac.nz We will meet at Dawn and Ian 4 Locarno Ave 
Sandringham, Auckland this coming week.
Youth After School Social Thursdays, come after school until 5 pm. We bake and 
explore life, faith and everything else. 

Special Notice We are looking for EBC family to help collect Christine from Elizabeth 
Knox Home for church. (Elizabeth Knox is 850m away from EBC on Ranfurly Rd) 
Dawn will put a roster together, so please email her if you would like to be on that roster. 
destigterfamily@gmail.com

Think about 
What are your thoughts about joining a monthly mid-week communion service in the 3rd 
week of a month? Email Jacqui your thoughts: fjacaetano@gmail.com
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