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Weekly events
Jacqui’s office hours: 9:00am-4:00pm on Mon and Wed-Fri 
WEDNESDAY 
Walk’n’Talk: at the church, leaving at 8:30am.

ESOL Bible Study: at the church, running from 11:30am-1pm.

Wednesday Bible Study: at Olwyn’s home this week, at 7:30pm. 

THURSDAY

Chinese community group: 10am-12pm

Youth after-school social: 3:30pm-5:00pm.

SUNDAY

Pre-service prayer: at the church at 9:00am

Save these dates!
On Friday, the 14th of April, from 5:30pm, we will 
celebrate Jesus in the Passover. Nigel from Celebrate 
Messiah will join us in having a meal together ($25).
On Sunday, the 5th of March, the church will host a 
history day: invite friends to feast and reminisce!

ENGLISH 
SERVICE: 
9:30am



February 2023 Sunday morning rosters

Flowers: Dawn de Stigter
Morning tea: Francis and Jacqui Caetano
Communion preparation: Francis and Jacqui Caetano
Door and Offering: Linda McBurney and Luanne Lau
Scripture reading: Donglan Zhang
Communion: Francis and Jacqui Caetano
Offering counting: Helen Evans and Alan Lau

Sound: Lawrence Zhang 

This Week’s Message 
Epsom Baptist Church is a rapidly growing church. You may sense something different 
as an English congregation. We have declined in numbers in the English service to 
worrying numbers, but as a church we are growing by at least a family each week.  
Remember the little ceremony we had in June last year. The mandarin service planted 
a feijoa tree and the English congregation planted a mandarin tree as a pledge to unity 
and oneness.   Why then is Christianity declining in New Zealand?


Numbers of people affiliated with Christianity has been declining since the 1990s, and 
those stating that they have no religious affiliation has increased. With increased 
immigration to New Zealand, especially from Asia, the number of people affiliating with 
non-Christian religions has largely increased. This has slightly skewed the statistics. 
However, this does not detract from the fact that fewer and fewer New Zealanders 
attend church.


A Faith and Belief in New Zealand commission was conducted in 2018 . The report 
was commissioned by the Wilberforce Foundation, an Auckland-based Christian 
organisation. The report says New Zealand's "youth as a nation and resulting lack of 
religious tradition" could be one reason for the rise of secularism.  "Perhaps the 
increasing busyness of modern-day life or the emphasis on individualism and self-
created identity have also had an impact."   Autonomy has eroded trust of others and 
social institutions such as media, government, church and even family.  New 
Zealanders are a very welcoming nation, friendly and a courteous nation. Naturally 
rejection lies deep within an individualistic society , plagued by loneliness.  Evangelism 
as we know it has thus taken a dive.


There is a way forward.


Pastor Jacqui



